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Era 3: Classical Civilizations

Period:

CHINA - Early Dynasties Notes

Date:   


CHINA’S EARLY DYNASTIES – SHANG & ZHOU
Early China Timeline: Five (5) Periods of Early Development


Dynasty 

· Based on 




SHANG Dynasty (pronounced SHAHNG)   

 to 

 BCE
· Ruled over much of N. China (






)
· Built complex 


    (







)
Reasons for Shang Decline?
· 

 people led by 

 attack from the west & defeat Shang around 

 BCE   

ZHOU Dynasty (pronounced JOH)  

 to 

 BCE
Explained Shang’s removal through







 
-  Divine 





 given from the 



-  If king was dethroned, he had lost 









Zhou Political Structure
Created 





-  








; divided it into smaller areas
-  



     (relatives of king) governed each city-state and had total 


Why do you think the king appointed his relatives to govern each city-state?

Feudal Social Structure

Land-based or agricultural system. Each level in society fills a specific role in the feudal system. 
Reasons for Zhou Decline

1) Feudal lords 



 & 



 (challenged king’s authority)

2) Enemy 


 (771 BCE)
Zhou Technological Advances

· Obtained 


 for:
-  
-  

· Invented 



  
· Built 

 & expanded 


 
· Developed 











 





















