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1. 
Prehistory refers to the long period of time before humans invented

A) systems of writing.
C)  religious rituals.

B) farming techniques.
D)  artifacts

2. 
Two kinds of social scientists that learn about the human past by examining artifacts are archaeologists and

A) geographers.
C)  historians.

B) geologists.
D)  cartographers.

3. 
Why do historians study the past?

A) to discover new artifacts
C)  to describe places

B) to work with written documents
D)  to learn why events happened

4. 
When did early people first begin to use stone tools?

A) in the Neolithic Age
C)  in the Old Stone Age

B) in the New Stone Age
D)  in the beginning of civilization

5. 
Based on evidence, many scientists believe that the earliest people lived in
A) Europe.
C)  the islands of the Pacific
B) Asia.

D)  East Africa.
6. 
Which important breakthrough marked the beginning of the New Stone Age, or Neolithic period?

A) People learned to farm.
C)  People learned to write.

B) People learned to use fire.
D)  People learned to communicate through speech.

7. 
Which of the following is one of the eight basic features of the earliest civilizations?

A) social equality
C)  belief in an afterlife

B) cities

D)  barter system

8. 
Because people needed fertile soil for farming, the first cities emerged

A) in river valleys.
C)  along trade routes.

B) on tropical islands.
D)  along the Australian coast.

9. 
Which of the following did not contribute to cultural diffusion among ancient peoples?

A) roads, bridges, and trade routes
C)  irrigation canals made by farmers
B) war between neighboring civilizations
D)  movement of people from one place to another
10. When did individuals begin specializing in certain jobs?
A) during the Old Stone Age
C)  at the beginning of civilization
B) during the New Stone Age
D)  during the Neolithic Age
FIRST CIVILIZATIONS: AFRICA AND ASIA (3200 B.C.–500 B.C.)
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1. 
The annual flooding of the Nile River benefited the Egyptians by

A) making river travel faster.
C)  creating farmland by leaving a rich layer of silt.

B) destroying the homes of their enemies
D)  flooding their farmlands & washing away sewage.

further along the river.

2. 
The Egyptians of the Old Kingdom built the pyramids as 

A)  fortresses to guard against invasion. 
C)  temples for their many gods and goddesses.
B)  burial tombs for the pharaohs. 
D)  storage areas for surplus food.

3. 
Which of the following accurately describes Egyptian pharaohs? 

A)  They were elected by a council of
C)  Their bodies were cremated when they died.
 priests.
B)  They had no real power.
D)  They were considered to be both gods and kings
4. 
Which group occupied the lowest position in Egyptian society? 

A)  high priests and priestesses
C)  peasant farmers
B)  nobles 
D)  slaves
5. 
Which civilization controlled the Fertile Crescent after the fall of Sumer? 

A)  Babylonian
C)  Zoroastrian 
B)  Greek
D)  Phoenician
6. 
The government of Sumer consisted of

A)  one all-powerful emperor.
C)  many independently ruled city-states.
B)  a ruling class of elected officials.
D)  a ruling class of high priests.

7. 
Which Middle Eastern ruler put together the first collection of laws in history? 

A)  Nebuchadnezzar
C)  King Tut
B)  Hammurabi
D)  Sargon
8. 
The fertile land of Mesopotamia lies between the 

A)  Nile River and the Red Sea.
C)  Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea.
B)  Tigris River and the Euphrates River.
D)  Middle East and the Fertile Crescent.
9. 
A covenant, such as the one made between God and Abraham, is a 

A)  stone tablet.
C)  spiritual leader.
B)  devastating flood.
D)  binding agreement.
10. How did the Hebrews' beliefs about God differ from those of other ancient religions? 

A)  The Hebrews believed in one god.
C)  The Hebrews believed in one good god and



one evil god.

B)  The Hebrews believed in many gods.  
D)  The Hebrews believed in one earth-goddess and one sky-god.
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