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Greek Gods & Goddesses Project (100 pts possible)

GREEK MYTHOLOGY GROUP PROJECT
Western civilization has borrowed many ideas from Greek mythology. It is part of the reason why we consider ancient Greece to be a classical civilization…because it has endured over time!
YOUR MISSION: To research the major gods & goddesses in Greek mythology and create a PowerPoint presentation that offers insight on each. You must then prove that aspects of Greek mythology are still alive and well today by providing examples of how it has influenced Western culture.  
 
At the end of this project, SWBAT:
1) Work cooperatively with group members to meet project requirements.

2) Identify the major Greek gods and goddesses and explain their role in ancient Greek society. 

3) Demonstrate the impact of Greek mythology on Western civilization by providing present-day examples.
4) Navigate the Web and locate a variety of appropriate resources for research.

5) Differentiate between reputable, trustworthy websites and sites providing erroneous information. 
6) Create a technology-based presentation that includes text and images. 
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Your group should consist of 3 people. I will only make an exception to this if there is an odd number.
2. Your PowerPoint (PPT) should have a minimum of 20 slides and a maximum of 24 slides. Information should be presented in clear, concise bullets. No lengthy sentences or paragraphs. 
3. Slides (Each slide must have AT LEAST one graphic): 

· 1 slide - Introduction:  How did the Greeks view the gods? What did they believe was the gods’ purpose?

· 1 slide – Mt Olympus:  Where is it? (be specific) What is it? Why was it chosen?  
· 14 slides - One slide for each of the 14 major gods and goddess:  HINT: There are 12 original Olympian gods, 1 of the Underworld, and 1 that replaced an original Olympian goddess. Each slide should include: 
1) the name of the god, 2) any symbols that represent the god or goddess, 3) the aspect of Greek culture that they are in charge of (god of what?), and 4) any other interesting info (For example, is the god or goddess known for a particular thing? What is his/her weakness? Are there any important myths or stories associated with the god/goddess?)
· 2 slides – Impact of Greek mythology on Western civilization:  Provide at least 4 examples with details. Evidence of mythology can be seen across various aspects of our culture including language (a “Herculean task”), art and architecture (compare some of our historic buildings to those built for the gods), sporting events, and even popular culture (think movies, commercials, symbols of love, power, etc). 
· 1 slide – Cite sources:  Minimum 4 websites and 1 database; however for full credit, I expect you to use more sources since one of the project objectives is to compare the accuracy of information from site to site. 
· 1 slide – Group members’ names, class period, and date. This should be your final slide. 

4.
Method of Delivery. To be announced. I am trying to set up a drop box on the network drive (M:); however, if I am unable to do this, you will need to either burn your presentation on a CD to give to me or email me the zipped file.  


DUE DATE: 




 (If I do not receive your project by the due date, your group will lose ONE LETTER GRADE for each calendar day that it is late…OUCH!)

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q:
May I use clipart or graphics I find on the Internet in my presentation?

A:
Yes, you may use some clipart in your presentation, but the majority of your graphics should be obtained from Web sources (which you will then cite).

Q: 
Can I cut and paste text from a website? 

A:
No, this is plagiarism! You may not cut and paste information from a website into your presentation. Instead, read all of the information from your sources first and then put it into your own words. If you have questions about this, please ask!  A NOTE ON PLAGIARISM: I will be looking for this and I reserve the right to deduct upwards of 50 points from your group’s score for what I suspect is outright plagiarism!
Q:
Does spelling and grammar count? 

A:
Yes! Please check your project scoring guide for details. My suggestion: If one member in your group is particularly strong at English, have that person proofread the finished product. Word processing software usually has spelling & grammar checks, as well. 

Q:
Where do I find information on Greek gods and goddesses? 

A:
 A great place to start is the JMHS library’s online databases: http://www.fcps.edu/MadisonHS/programs/mediacenter.html#onlinedatabases. If you would like to access the databases from home, please see the librarian for the password. You can also use search engines such as yahoo.com and google.com to type in keywords, but BEWARE: Though the internet is a powerful resource for information, it also contains faulty, misleading, and erroneous data. Even though one website may look like it has all the information you need, you should check several different sources. 
Q:
How do I cite my Internet sources? 

A:
For detailed information and examples on how to correctly cite websites and databases in MLA format, visit http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite5.html#1. For information on how to document an article or other material accessed through a library database, such as EBSCOhost or Web Feet, go to http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite5.html#2. 

Q:
Will we get any time in class to work on the project?

A:
Yes, you will get at least one full class period to work on the presentation with your group. However, it is expected that you will need to do work outside of class to finish the project. (Note: The JMHS library is open Mon-Thurs until 4pm, Fri until 3pm, and Tues & Wed evenings from 6 – 9pm.)
Q:
What happens if I am under or over the required number of slides?

A:
Four (4) points will be deducted from your group’s total score for each slide over the maximum (24) or under the minimum number (20) of required slides.

Q:
What if one of my group members is not doing their fair share?
A:
While the presentation will be graded by me, I will give each group member a chance to rate their other group members. You will be able to give the person a numeric rating across several categories as well as a chance to comment on their value to the group. This will be done once the project is submitted and will count as a separate grade (20 pts) for each group member. A WORD OF ADVICE: Select your group members carefully! 

Q:
Our project is done, but my computer wouldn’t burn the CD, my email is down, my dog ate the disk, I forgot it at home….insert any sob story here!

A:
You have two full weeks to organize the presentation and make sure everything is working. If, FOR ANY REASON, I don’t have the project on the due date, your group will lose one letter grade for each calendar day it is late. Remember, projects are worth 30% of your total grade!
